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PRESS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 8:30 AM

Sunday, May 23, 2010

Watercraft Advisory Issued for Areas Closed to Fishing

Lafourche Parish Government, in cooperation with the Greater Lafourche Port Commission Harbor
Police and the Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office Water Patrol, has issued a Watercraft Advisory for all
vessels traveling in the area of the fishing closures. Watercraft is still allowed to travel in the areas of
the fishing closures, but caution is advised when proceeding through these areas due to vessels working
on the oil spill and boom that has been deployed. Caution is advised when traveling around boom, and
boom cannot be cut or run over.

On Saturday, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) announced the following
additional closures to recreational and commercial fishing activities in portions of state inside waters in
lower Jefferson, Lafourche and Terrebonne parishes and territorial seas. These closures were
implemented due to confirmed reports of oil.

Barataria Basin — The portion of state inside waters south of 29 degrees 30 minutes 00 seconds north
latitude and north of the inside/outside shrimp line, from the western shore of the Mississippi River
westward to the western shore of Bayou Lafourche

Terrebonne Basin — The portion of state inside waters south of 29 degrees 21 minutes 00 seconds
north latitude and north of the inside/outside shrimp line from the western shore of Bayou
Lafourche westward to 91 degrees 20 minutes 20 seconds west longitude.

Territorial Seas — That portion of state outside waters seaward of the inside/outside shrimp line from
91 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds west longitude westward to 91 degrees 20 minutes 20 seconds west
longitude.

Precautionary closures of recreational and commercial fishing have been implemented based on the
best information the Secretary of the Department receives from field biologists, staff and trajectory
models from NOAA. Once reports of oil are received, LDWF initiates a field survey and immediate
seafood testing in the suspected areas. Closures are subsequently made with the intent to be as safe as
possible, while not closing any fishing areas unnecessarily. As test results come back clearing the area,
effected waters are then reopened. LDWF continues to work closely with DHH in an effort to assess all
opportunities to resume normal fishing activities on Louisiana's coast and guarantee the safety of
Louisiana's seafood. All other closures remain in place.
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